
The curious case of the painting bequeathed to Our Lady and St Cuthbert 

Church, Ravensdowne, Berwick upon Tweed, in 1864. 

The following story came to light while researching the ownership of a Lowick estate 

(Northfield, Highsteads and South Moor Farms), and shows the serendipity of archive 

research! 

James Greive, Esquire, of Ord House and of Farrance’s Hotel, Belgravia, died at the 

hotel, aged 83, on 14 March 1864, a wealthy man. He had inherited freehold estates 

at Murton, East and Middle Ord, Tweedmouth, Spittal, Berwick upon Tweed, 

Easington Demesne and Fowberry Park from his father, William, who died in 1827, 

and the 600 acre estate in Lowick from his mother, Hannah (nee Staward), who died 

in 1842. (The Lowick estate passed to his Staward cousins.) 

Farrance’s Hotel was a first -class establishment popular with the upper classes whose 

comings and goings were noted in the newspapers and where a private room could 

be had for 5s per night, with food and attendance extra.  

James dictated his will the day before he died, and unable to sign it, made the mark 
of a cross, in the presence of Robert Home, solicitor from Berwick and F Geddes, a 
waiter at the hotel. When probate was granted, 30 March 1864, to his heir and cousin 
Jane Elliott, his effects were valued at under £40,000. James had stated that he died 
in the faith of the Catholic Church and desired to be buried in such of the catholic 
places of sepulchre as may be chosen by Jane. His bequests relating to his personal 
belongings are of particular interest: 
 
 the holy relic which will be found in my dressing room at Orde House aforesaid 
wrapped in a handkerchief I bequeath to my friend Louisa the wife of Admiral Manners 
and I bequeath to [gap] the breviary or book of devotions belonging to me which is 
inscribed with the name of Mary Queen of Scots in her own handwriting. The large 
picture and the altar piece which will be found in my drawing room at Orde House I 
bequeath to the Priest who for the time being shall be officiating at the Catholic Chapel 
Ravensdowne, Berwick upon Tweed in order that they may be placed and fixed in 
such position as may by the said Priest be deemed best for the benefit of the 
Congregation attending the said Chapel. 
 

Confirmation that the ‘picture’ was indeed given to the Ravensdowne Chapel in 1864, 

can be found in The Tablet which announced that at the re-opening of St Cuthberts on 

11 September 1864, after a period of renovation, The celebrated painting of “The 

Agony of our Lord in the Garden,” which was presented by Charles X, King of France 

and Navarre, to the late James Grieve, Esq., Orde House, and bequeathed by that 

gentleman to St Cuthberts, was inaugurated on the occasion. The accompanying 

plaque goes further in giving the date of the presentation by Charles X, as 18 

September 1852. Unfortunately, Charles X died in 1836 and was unable therefore, to 

have presented the painting in 1852. The incorrect date may have been a simple 

copying or dictation error. More later.  

John Convey, a Record Office Volunteer, has confirmed that the painting is still in the 

church, on the ceiling, perhaps not the position envisaged by James! It is believed that 

in 1864, it was sited at the back of the sanctuary and may have remained there. 



However, it was placed in its present position in 1905, after an extensive programme 

of works, during which the interior was gutted and fully restored. A report in the Berwick 

Advertiser, in February 1905, noted that the ceiling was raised and covered in a wood 

lining.  It is in this portion of the building, too, that the ancient and historical picture 

which has so long been an object of interest in the church, now finds a resting place. 

The oil-painting, depicting the agony of our Lord in the gardens, which once adorned 

the walls of Holyrood Palace, was presented by Charles X, King of France and 

Navarre, to James Grieve, Esq. of Ord House, Berwick and later was bequeathed by 

that gentleman to the Roman Catholic Church of the town. … The painting has been 

mounted in panels, forms the central object of the roof, and produces a very striking 

affect.  

How and where did Charles X and James Greive meet? James’s desire to travel on 
the continent is made clear in the codicils attached to his father’s will, dated 20 May 
1826. William named his wife and James as executors. [The oldest son, George, 
suffered from a malady and was under the care of a Doctor Willis.] In a codicil dated 
10 March 1827, William noted that James had seldom resided at Ord House for a 
number of years and had long proposed to take a tour on the Continent but had 
postponed it at his father’s request.  William thought the burden of the executorship 
would fall mostly on his wife, who was in delicate health, so he nominated a friend, 
William Willoby, a Solicitor of Berwick, as an additional executor. In a second codicil 
dated 4 April 1827, William stated that it was probable that James would be frequently 
absent from this Country and revoked his appointment.  
 
James had good French connections. His friend, Louisa Manners, was the daughter 
of Comte Louis Pantaléon Jude Amédé. de Noé, who was made a Peer of France 
c.1816 and who died in 1858. Louisa’s brother, Amédée de Noé was a famous 
cartoonist. They may have made the introduction, although it is not known when the 
friendship with Louisa commenced. 
 
A strong possibility is that Charles and James met at Holyrood. Charles succeeded 

his brother Louis XVIII to the throne in 1824 but was compelled to abdicate in August 

1830. He took up residence at Holyrood in the October. As Comte d’ Artois, he had 

spent two earlier periods of exile there, 1796 to 1799 and 1801 to 1803. The royal 

party remained in Edinburgh for two years, long enough for the painting to hang on 

the wall, as mentioned in the 1905 newspaper account. The party left for Hamburg on 

18 September 1832. Early on the morning of departure, a deputation of the most 

respectable citizens of Edinburgh, consisting of the Lord Provost and nine others, was 

introduced to the King, in the drawing room, where an address was read expressing 

the regret of the inhabitants, that the King was leaving Edinburgh. Charles X was very 

moved and shook hands with the gentlemen, one of whom was James Grieve of Ord. 

Should the date on the plaque in St Cuthberts read 18 September 1832 rather than 

1852? A very full account of the day is provided in the Caledonian Mercury and no 

mention is made of gifts given by the King but if James Greive was already a friend or 

acquaintance, it would not have been impossible for them to meet privately. Their 

shared faith may have brought them together. 

A further note on Jane Elliott (1804 – 1884), daughter of Dr Alexander Kellock of 
Berwick upon Tweed. After James's death, she and her first husband Major William 



Elliott took up residence at Ord House. In February 1865, they gave £1,000 to 
Tweedmouth Church to pay for a chancel and a stained- glass memorial window to 
the Greive family, spelt Grieve in the Newcastle Courant. By the time of her husband’s 
death in 1870, they had taken Greive as their surname. In 1872, Jane married General 
John Tatton Brown, Esq. They received royal licence to take the surname Greive. The 
General died in 1880, aged 85, leaving two sons and a daughter from his first marriage. 
His personal estate was valued at under £2,000, while Jane, who died in 1884, left an 
estate valued at £110,406 19s 4d. This was left in trust to William Samuel Brown of 
Southsea, rear Admiral, the General’s eldest son, but to inherit he had to take the 
name of Greive and his issue likewise. Royal licence was granted to enable them to 
do so. Amongst Jane’s heirlooms, was a gold snuff box presented by Charles X to 
James Greive. 
 
If anyone can identify the artist or add to the story, do please contact Lowick Heritage 
Group.  
The Agony of our Lord in the Garden 

 
 

 
(Courtesy of the Parish of Our Lady & St Cuthbert; ©John 
Convey.) 
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